
  
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday 14th March, 2013 

at 7.30pm at Bluntisham Village Hall, Bluntisham. 
 
Present:      
 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - Bluntisham PC 
Jeff Nicholls (JN)  - Earith PC 
Roy Harknett (RH)  - Mepal PC 
Margaret Shardlow (MS) - Hilton PC 
Stan Smith (SS)  - Sutton PC 
Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith 
Neil Harris   - Willingham PC 
Justo Perez   - Hilton PC 
 
 
Minutes: Owen McLaughlin (OM) - Earith Villagers Association 
 
1. Appointment of Chairman for the Meeting 
BB volunteered to chair the meeting and welcomed Neil Harris from Willingham PC. 
 
2. Apologies for Absence 
Christine Ward, Terry Rogers, Terry Stoodley 
 
3. Minutes & Actions from last Meeting on 07/02/2013 
 
Ongoing actions; 
 
Action Status On 
   

It was agreed that the HCV would put together a sub-group to take 
another look at the County Council’s figures and calculation methods.   
 
Comment: BB had recalculated the County numbers based on Earith 
and found inconsistencies. It depends where you measure. The 85% 
percentile is also significant. But we need someone with statistical skills 
to help. 
Action: OM: Contact Jo Wexler regarding statistics expertise 

Ongoing AJ 

Research and tabulate accident statistics 
 
Comment: BB said that it was hard to find the statistics. AJ said that all 
the data is there on the internet but it’s not easy to drill down into the 
detail. 
The roads in question are:  A1123, B1050, B1040 & Twentypence Rd. 

Ongoing BB 

Produce a summary of the  test results for each village 
 
Sutton have had a presentation and OM had produced a version for Earith.  
 
Comment: Do Hilton want a presentation? The April AGM would be a 
good opportunity. Contact the clerk and propose it.  

Incomplete OM/AJ 

Contact Willingham about joining the HCV group 
 
NH said that Willingham PC needed more information on HCV activities. 
BB added that we want Willingham support for the HCV group. 
NH described the problems in Willingham which were much worse since 
the Longstanton bypass was built. The development at Northstowe 
would make it worth building a bypass. There is a lot of traffic monitoring 

Done OM 



going on at Northstowe. There are 10 permanent sites. The current 
assessment is based on a 2006 study which showed 500 vehicles per 
hour. The actual level is much greater than this. 960 per hour were 
recorded in December.  
 
AJ thought that the best solution is to insist on weight limits. This will be 
based on a detailed cost/benefit analysis. The environmental testing is 
part of this process. We could do some tests in Willingham if we could 
get PC funding for it.  
 
NH asked to be sent more information  and he would put it to the parish 
council. 
 
Action: OM to send a copy of the test report to NH 

Get hold of major road repair cost figures.  
 
ML had tried to access the website but it didn’t seem to work.  
JN said that CCC have 4  test sites on the Willingham Road to see if they 
can improve the road condition. 
 
 Action: AJ to write to them again.  

Ongoing AB/KA 

 
 
4. Report & Discussion on CCC meeting on February 21st 
 
BB thought that the meeting on the 21st was positive but didn’t know if it would result in any 
positive action. The figures are not quite high enough to trigger action.  
 
AJ said that it varies with location. NO2 is an indicator that it is much higher than it should be. 
But the real problem for CCC are the noise measurements. They will try to hide behind the 
removal of noise guidance for new building, but the affected houses are already there and they 
are nearly all old houses with poor sound proofing. Now that Planning Guidance PPG4 is gone 
what should now come into effect is the World Health Organisation general guidance on noise 
which is not just related to planning. The UK is a signatory to these provisions. But the CCC is 
cash strapped at the moment. 
 
BB believed that even an overnight lorry ban would be progress.  
 
AJ said we didn’t quote the Noise Protection Act England which is to protect people and in 
which there are noise action levels.  CCC is supposed to be taking mitigating action. In Europe 
there are noise barriers everywhere. He thought that CCC would try and do a few relatively 
inexpensive things to keep us quiet, perhaps by introducing one weight limit. 
 
ML thought that Councillor Tony Orgee was quite amazed by the amount of work done by this 
group. Bill Hunt had also commented that we should keep pressing our case. 
 
RH had brought a map showing weight limits in force in other areas. It was quite strange how 
some places had almost blanket provision of weight limits while others had hardly any. 
 
MS asked if you still need a tribunal to get limits. One reason why Hilton had lost out last time 
was because they had had a weak legal representative from CCC to put their case. The 
haulage companies had rather better advocates to represent them. But they had the resources 
to do that. 
 
AJ suggested that all PCs should be briefed by HCV representatives about the objectives. The 
PCs will need to make the weight limit applications.  
 
JN said that at Earith it is an agenda item at every PC meeting. 
 



Action: Get the minutes of the CCC meeting on February 21st and the attendance list from 
CCC. 
 
BB said that CCC were pushing the benefits of the Ely southern bypass whi9ch they said would 
improve the situation. 
 
AJ added that he believed that the Ely underpass figures were fudged. No calculations on the 
costs have been released.  
 
Action: Press for a follow-up meeting with the CCC officers. 
 
There was a general discussion about the dangers posed by HCV traffic with some examples 
given. However, it was agreed that it was not always entirely the fault of the drivers because of 
the way in which owners sometimes put them under time pressure. RH added that we should 
also include the Road Haulage Association and owner/drivers associations in our dialogue. 
 
At previous meetings with CCC they had agreed to set up a recording system and database 
where instances of bad HCV driving could be reported and recorded. Nothing seemed to have 
been done about this. We should also follow this up. 
 
Action: Follow up the actions agreed from previous meetings with CCC. 
 
 
5. Progress & Timescale on Cost/Benefit Analysis 
 
AJ said that he had pulled together all the files and had a base report structure, but the work 
load is horrendous. He added that we still need as many personal testimonies as possible. BB 
said that he had set up an email address where personal stories could be sent. This was 
traffic.tales@btinternet.com. He asked the members to pass this on to parish councils and 
villagers. 
 
BB offered to help with the report and OM said he could do the section relating to health impacts 
and standards.  
 
6. Invoice situation 
 
AJ reported that Wilburton and Sutton have now paid. There had been a follow up question from 
Hilton asking if the extra amount had been put towards vibration meter rental. He had answered 
this point. 
 
MS said we should leave it to JP to argue our case.  
 
7. AOB 
 
Ely Bypass: 
AJ said that the CCC consultation was still going on. They had only really given the case for the 
bridge. It would be good if people can write in with comments. Part of the cost of the hidden 
underpass is to buy some land off Tesco. People should comment on the Tesco planning and 
say it shouldn’t go ahead until the bypassissue  is resolved. 
 
Texaco: 
BB asked if anyone knew of a Texaco depot round here.  6 of their vehicles per day are being 
recorded in Earith. There is one at 5am in the morning going East. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:                    Thursday May 23rd 


